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INSIDE
Executive ordering

Toreros attend Inauguration

A closer look at the seven Executive
Orders issued in Trump's first week

Senior bucket list
Seniors reveal what the want to do
before graduation

New year, new campus
The Colachis Plaza Project will
drastically change the center of
campus

Walker does modeling: part two
USD senior recounts casting call for
modeling agency

Chargers bolt for Los Angeles
San Diego's beloved NFL team
heads north
1-

Want to write for The USD
Vista?
Join us every Tuesday

12:30pm SLP403B

7 DAY FORECAST

TAYLER
REVIERE VERNINAS
Asst. News Editor
In honor of the 2017
Presidential
Inauguration,
12
Toreros
had
the
artunity to spend this
past intersession taking a
seminar class on elevating
political discourse. This year's

Inside Washington Seminar
included a combination of
students from University of
San

Diego,

New

Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Texas,

and

Michigan and was taught by
USD professors Del Dickson,
PhD and Mike Williams, PhD.
Leading
up
to
Inauguration Day, the students
spent two weeks in the

classroom listening to lectures,
meeting in small groups, and
going on site visits around
the city. Students sat in on indepth policy lectures and had
the chance to ask questions
of prominent political figures.
It
was
Dickson's
sixth
time
teaching
the
D.C. seminar and the third
inauguration he has attended.
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unfair treatment of women.
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About
30
University
of San Diego students and
faculty boarded the trolley
to head downtown and take
part in the Women's March
on Saturday, Jan. 21. Much
like the mother march in
Washington D.C., San Diego's
public
transportation
was

He explained his time working
with the students in D.C.
"For both Dr. Williams
and me—we talked about
this—our

students

make

all the difference in the
world," Dickson said. "They
are absolutely great—they
work hard, they are smart,
they are perceptive, and

See INAUGURATION,
Page 2

March rejects hateful discourse
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Students that attended the Inside Washington Seminar to learn about the 45th Presidential Inauguration pose in Washington D.C.
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packed and overflowing with
those ready to march. On the
trolley ride, USD students
sang
American
classics,
including
"Lean On Me"
and "Don't Stop Believing,"
while others riding the trolley
smiled and sang along.
The Women's March
pulled women, men, and
children out of their homes
to protest the inequality and

unfair treatment of women.
According to the Women's
March
supporters,
the
march aimed to make a
stance rejecting any hateful
discourse.
The
Women's
March
Facebook
page
explained their goals through
their
mission
statement.
"We stand together in
solidarity with our partners and
children forthe protection of our

rights, our safety, our health,
and our families, recognizing
that our vibrant and diverse
communities are the strength
of our country," the Women's
March Facebook page wrote.
"The rhetoric of the past
election cycle has insulted,
demonized, and threatened
many of us: immigrants of
all statuses, Muslims and
those of diverse religious
faiths, people who identify
as LGBTQIA, Native people,
black and brown people,
people with disabilities, and
survivors of sexual assault."
USD senior Vicky Torres
attended the San Diego march
and was impressed with the
atmosphere of the event.
"Everyone
was
so
kind," Torres said. "They
were complete strangers."
Excitement
filled
the
air as USD students saw the
masses of people exiting the
Santa Fe Depot. Many USD
members who attended the
march did so as a way to
demonstrate their rejection of
Trump's opinions and stances.
Director of the Women's
Center at USD, Erin Lovette-

See MARCH, Page 3
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Students witness Presidential Inauguration and protests
INAUGURATION
continued from Front
Page
most of all, they are
a
lot of fun to be with."
Dickson
reflected
on
his
experience
at
this
year's
inauguration.
"There is no substitute
to
being
there,
and
watching history live and in
person," Dickson said. "The
atmosphere is wild, and it
is a unique opportunity to
watch democracy in action.
The crowd was a wild mix
of Trump supporters and
Trump protesters, and it is
catnip for anyone the least
bit interested in politics."
As much as he enjoyed
seeing democracy in action,
his favorite part of attending
the live inauguration was the
combination of academics.
"The seminar gives the
inauguration its context, and
our guest lecturers give an
insider's view of how D.C.
.operates," Dickson said. "It is
really a fantastic way to get
an insider's view of politics."
Junior James Hussey
was one of the dozen Toreros
taking the seminar class.
Hussey said that he believes
it was a great opportunity
to witness the cornerstone
of
American
democracy.
"This class gave me
the ability to be up close with
many members of the United
States government and those
who know the most about it,"
Hussey said. "I got to pull back
the curtain and see behind
the scenes, something not
possible from a classroom.
The most memorable part was
seeing the Senate confirmation
hearings. While I was only in
an overflow seating room, I
still got to walk around and see
the Senators interact with the
media outside the chamber."
Senior
Scott
Develle
shared why this particular
intersession class was so
different from a classroom
setting
back
at
school.
"What
was
different
about this class more than
anything was that it was both
the classroom experience

THE USD VISTA
Editorial -619.260.4584
Business - 619.260.4714
www.uofsdmedia.com
@USDVista

and what we learned outside,
of the classroom that shaped
the
experience,"
Develle
said. "With most class work
you do not get that type of
experience,
from
walking
around the exciting D.C. area
and breathing the city air to
being a local for three weeks is
like nothing I've experienced."
Develle described how
different it was to be present at
the live Inauguration ratherthan
watching it from a TV screen.
"When being at the
Inauguration, I had a first-hand
experience of what it was like to
hear Trump's speech and what
the supporters and protesters
were feeling at the time toward
the establishment," Develle
said. "Some protests were
about climate change and
other issues as well as some of
his cabinet picks. There were
many conversations about how
the new administration sees
a correlation between wealth
and power. If I had to describe
the new administration within
the next four years it would be
change and making sure that
America is first in decisions."
Thinking
back
on
his
academic,
immersive
experience in D.C., Hussey
gained some insight about
politics and America in general.
"If there is one thing
I learned, it is that nobody
really knows what is going
on," Hussey said. "Each
expert came in and said
something different than the
previous; there were very
few that completely agreed.
Everyone has a different view
about problems and what
should be done, and there
really is no single answer.
In D.C., confidence is king,
and I will definitely carry that
with me for the rest of my
life. Also, I realized that a
huge amount of people will
always disagree with you.
Sometimes you just have to
follow your gut, I will definitely
remember that from my trip."
One
of
the
more
interesting aspects of the
trip was a group dinner and
lecture for USD students at
Comet Ping Pong, the site of
the infamous fake news story
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Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista
Students witnessed protestors march against Trump in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 20 through the Inside
Washington Seminar.

"Pizzagate." Dickson explained
that, according to a wild story
spread by the alternative-right,
including National Security
Advisor Michael Flynn, the
restaurant was supposedly
the site of a child molestation
ring run by Hillary Clinton
and her campaign chairman,
John Podesta. As a result of
this absurd rumor that got its
start on Reddit, restaurant
employees were flooded with
death threats from those all
over the country who believed
the rumor. The fake news
story became so prominent
that one person, Edgar Welch,
drove to D.C. from his home in
North Carolina with an assault
rifle and shot up the place.
"Bryce Reh, the manager,
talked with our students about
the real world effects of fake
news, and his story was
absolutely riveting," Dickson
said. "They are still getting
threatening phone calls and
emails daily, and he even let
our students listen in on a
couple of threatening calls
made while we were in the
restaurant. It was absolutely
appalling, but we all learned
a lot about fake news."
Dickson also stated how
the group met House Majority
Leader,
Kevin
McCarthy.

"He is also second-incommand to Paul Ryan in
the House," Dickson said.
"McCarthy is from Bakersfield,
and he was happy to talk
with our students when we
ran into him in the Old House
Chamber, while touring the
Capitol. He was especially
happy to talk to Dr. Williams
and Jennifer Givens, who
are both from Bakersfield."
The group of students also
had the chance to talk to Steve
Scully of C-SPAN and received
a special tour of C-SPAN
from their Vice President and
USD alumnus, Peter Kiley.
As a professor who has
taught several D.C. seminar
classes, Dickson explained
that he learns something
significant every time he goes
with a group of new students.
"I learn as much as
our students do from these
seminars," Dickson said. "It
is a great opportunity to get
to know our students better,
and also to meet students
who come to the seminar from
colleges and universities all
over the country. We hear from
a wide range of politicians,
civil servants, reporters, media
folks, think tank researchers,
and academics, all with
interesting views on politics
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and life in Washington D.C."
Dickson attempted to
dispel the stereotype that
Washington is full of powerhungry, self-dealing phonies.
"That is not entirely
untrue, but the seminar is
also

a

good

reminder

that

Washington is also full of
sincere, selfless people who
are dedicated to public service,
social justice, and making
the world a better place,"
Dickson said. "It is inspiring
and empowering. I know that
our students come back more
enthused and more engaged
in politics, and many of them
later move back to work in DC.
As a result of this seminar, our
alumni network in Washington
D.C. is absolutely amazing,
and they stand ready to help
our new graduates who move
there to find their feet as they
begin their careers in D.C."
He firmly believes that
this seminar is the perfect
combination of academics and
real-world politics—theory and
practice. Although students
may learn valuable information
within classroom settings, the
opportunity to have an insider's
view of American politics
through hands on experience
enables endless possibilities
for future career endeavors.

The USD Vista publication is written and edited by USD
students and funded by revenues generated by advertising
and a student fee. Advertising material published is for
information purposes only and is not to be construed as an
expressed or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University. The USD
Vista office is located on the fourth floor of the Student Life
Pavilion in room 403B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The USD Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego,CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimentary, all
copies thereafter are a 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily
those of The USD Vista staff, tne University of San Diego or
of its student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The USD Vista
office. Letters should be limited to 300 words and must
be signed. For identification purposes, USD identification
numbers and writer's year must be included in the letter. The
USD Vista reserves the right to edit published letters. Any
content sent to the editor will be considered for publication
unless otherwise stated.
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San Diego Women's March puts politics into action
MARCH continued from
Front Page

Colyer
explained
why
she attended the march.
"I attended the Women's
March with my four-and-a-halfyear-old daughter in an effort
to be in solidarity with folks
across the world committed
to fighting for justice," LovetteColyersaid. "I didn'tfeel likejust
tweeting but getting out there."
Kaysha Nguyen did not
attend the march but followed
the Women's March through
the media. Nguyen expressed
her reason for not attending.
"I would have attended,
but I was too busy," Nguyen
said. "If I did go, I would march
with the pro-life people."
Many pro-life supporters
were marching across the
country, but some did not join
the Women's March because
of conflicting beliefs. According
to the Women's March website,
the march supported a variety
of women's health care
resources, including access to
abortion and contraceptives.
Because of this difference,
pro-life
supporters
were
dissuaded
from
joining

the

Women's
March.
Similar to Nguyen, Erin
Scott, a freshman at USD,
did not attend the march.
"[The
march]
was
something I wish I had
participated in, since it's
very
important
to
take
action
on,"
Scott
said.
Upon arrival to the
Civic Center, a Women's
March
representative
delivered
an
update.
March officials explained
that, in several cities across
the country, more people
came out to march than
expected. For many of the
USD students and protesters,
this was their first march.
First
time
marchers
witnessed what seemed to
be an endless sea of women,
men, and children holding
signs. USD sophomore Jayden
Yeoman expressed that she
was amazed at the unity of the
march, despite different beliefs.
"I was also surprised to
see that the Women's March
included
people
rallying
behind a variety of different
topics along with women's
rights," Yeoman said. "I didn't
understand how wide the
scope of topics was until

I arrived at the march and
started to read all of the signs
people had created. Some
of the topics I saw included
global warming, Black Lives
Matter,
Dakota
Access
Pipeline, LGBTQ, etc. I liked
that, even though we may all
have been there for slightly

people speaking truth to
power," Lovette-Colyer said.
Similar
to
LovetteColyer,
Torres
explained
her
experience.
"Uplifted,
inspired,
I
felt very loved," Torres said.
Nguyen
and
Scott,
however,
were

"I felt empowered to walk alongside so
many people speaking truth to power."
- Erin Lovette-Colyer
different reasons, we could
still all march together united."
As the march began, USD
students found themselves
at the head of the march.
Chants began to ring from
groups and strangers: "Show
us what democracy looks
like," "This is what democracy
looks like," and "Love trumps
hate" were the most frequent
and
strongest
cheered.
For the USD members
in attendance, the march
appeared to be unifying.
Lovette-Colyer shared that she
felt a deep sense of solidarity
with those in attendance.
"I felt empowered to
walk alongside so many

mixed
in
their
feelings.
"The march will give
women a voice, but our
country
is
divided,
and
this
Women's
March
showed this," Nguyen said.
"Definitely
inspiring,
empowering,"
Scott
said.
"All the men and women
there were there to lift
each other up. [President
Trump] will not divide us."
The San Diego County
Administration Building acted
as the finish line of the march.
With a couple hundred feet
left to go, a young girl atop
her father's shoulders asked,
"Is this the party?" Her father,
happy to answer said, "Yup."

She then responded, "I like
this party." Time magazine has
labeled the Women's March
as "Perhaps the Largest
Protest in U.S. History."
Although
there
were
positive reactions about the
march, USD sophomore Ally
Ramona had some concerns.
"I don't know if it will
increase the divide more,"
Romona said. "People get
these ideas that feminism
is smashing the patriarchy
and that we are men-haters,
and some people get that
idea in their mind. It's
hard to be open-minded."
Despite some concerns
many
expressed
about
the
effectiveness of
the
march, Yeoman expressed
that
it
is
necessary.
"Even if no one listens,
the Women's March still
demonstrates
that
it
is
important to
share your
voice with the world because
that is the only way change
will happen," Yeoman said.
Despite differing views
on the Women's March, it
was a historic event that
marks one of the strongest
calls for social and political
action
in
our
country.

Executive actions and what they mean
iriTifsTifst "tS days in office, President Trump has kept true to his campaign promises of swift action. Making use of his presidential power, Trump
has issued numerous memoranda, Executive Orders, and has contacted foreign heads of state.
Complied by: Elisabeth Smith, News Editor

PRESIDENTIAL
MEMORANDA

CALLS WITH
FOREIGN
HEADS OF
STATE

EXECUTIVE
ORDERS

What does that mean?
Executive Order: A rule or order issued by the President to the Executive Branch of the government
and having the force of law.
Memoranda: A presidential memorandum is a type of executive action issued by the President of the
United States to manage and govern the actions, practices, and policies of the various departments
and agencies found under the Executive Branch of the United States government.

Executive Orders:
1/25 Enhancing public safety in the
1/20 Minimizing economic burden
of patient protection and Affordable interior of the U.S.
Enforces execution of immigration
Care Act pending repeal
Expedites the repeal of the Affordable
Care Act by allowing the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to waive or
defer any requirements of the Act that
would be a fiscal burden.

1/24 Expediting environmental
reviews and approvals for high
priority infrastructure projects
If the Chairman of the White House
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) deems an infrastructure project
high priority, that project will have
expedited environmental inspections.
This is designed to save money on review
delays and create more jobs through
infrastructure investment.

laws inside the U.S. Denies funds to
jurisdictions that fail to comply with
federal immigration laws. Ensures aliens
are removed promptly.

1/25 Border security and
immigration enforcement
improvements
Plans to secure the southern border
with Mexico by constructing a wall.
Also by detaining individuals suspected
of breaking federal law and removing
persons who do not have legal claims to
the U.S.

1/27 Protecting the nation from
foreign terrorist entry into the U.S.
Suspends of issuance of visas and
other immigration benefits to nationals
of countries of particular concern.
Specifically bans Syrian refugees. Known
as the "Muslim Ban."

1/28 Ethics commitments by
Executive Branch appointees
Prevents Executive Branch employees
from being, becoming, or interacting with
lobbyists, and from engaging with foreign
governments after they leave their office.

1/28 Reducing regulation and
Controlling regulatory costs
To reduce regulations on private
expenditures, for every new regulation
issued, at least two prior regulations must
be eliminated.

information courtesy of whitehouse.gov

THE USD VISTA

OPINION

VOLUME 54 ISSUE 12

OPINION

OPINION EDITOR
DANI DEVRIES

@danidevries_

Women's march is the first step of a bigger movement
DANI DEVRIES

Opinion Editor

While many students at
the University of San Diego
were at home enjoying their
winter break, a movement
broke out all over the country:
the Women's March. Deemed
the biggest protest in United
States history, according to
Political USA's website, it is
estimated that 1 in every 100
Americans participated in the
march on Jan. 21 in hundreds
of locations across the world.
Current estimates from the
Women's March website point
to over 673 marches with
close to 5 million participants
worldwide. Although the title of
the protest indicates the march
was specifically for women,
many men and children
participated as well to show
their solidarity for the cause.
According
to
theWomen's March website, the
march was meant to send a
bold message to Washington
about recognizing women's
rights as human rights.
"We stand together with
our partners and our children
for the protection of our
rights, our safety, our health,
and our families, recognizing
that our vibrant and diverse
communities are the strength of

b
b

our country," the website said.
Many USD students
agreed with this sentiment
and chose to participate in
one of the many marches
across
the
country.
Senior Jack Minnick,
who was taking a class at the
Sundance Film Festival in

Laura Prepon, and Chelsea
Handler.
Although
some
smaller marches, like the Park
City march, seemed to be very
well-attended, the majority of
stars, politicians, journalists,
and activists flocked to bigger
destinations like Los Angeles,
New York, and the largest

7 got so emotional thinking about how
many people came out and marched.
There was so much love, and it was such
a fantastic moment to be a part of."
-Jack Minnick
Park City, Utah, participated
in the Women's March
on Main. The Utah-based
march was organized by
comedian Chelsea Handier.
"I was so excited to be
a part of such an important
event," Minnick said. "I got so
emotional thinking about how
many people came out and
marched. There was so much
love, and it was such a fantastic
moment to be a part of."
Despite being relatively
small, with only 8,000 in
attendance, the Park City
march was certainly starstudded, as several actors
and musicians were in town
attending the film festival.
Those spotted at the march
included Kristen Stewart,
John Legend, Nick Offerman,

march in Washington D.C.
Junior Eli Rivette attended
the D.C. march, despite
facing backlash from friends.
"One of my friends
thought [attending the march]
was stupid because they
thought the protest wouldn't do
anything and it would just be
dangerous. But marching with
a million other people showed
that we aren't going to stand
for this," Rivette said. "I ran into
John Kerry, and that just shows
that people from all walks
of life were there marching."
The attendance for the
march was so high at the
Washington D.C. march that
many flights to D.C. in the
preceding days were entirely
filled with women heading
to the march. Writer Ann

Friedman documented one
of these flights on Twitter,
dubbing the flight the #alllady
plane. Several other flights
also showed their support, one
turning on pink cabin lights
for the duration of the flight.
Passengers on other flights
were able to persuade flight
attendants to wear pink-knitted
hats to show their support.
And while the marches
seemed to be successful, it
is what happens next that
is important. With President
Trump already signing several
executive
orders
limiting
women's and immigrants'
freedoms, those fighting for
diversity and rights now have
to work harder than ever.
The Women's March
website has launched a "10
actions, 100 days" campaign,
urging supporters to do little
things to help the cause.

Currently, the website is
providing printable postcards
and lists of senators in your
area and urging people to write
to their respective senators.
They are also encouraging
people to sign up for the "10
actions, 100 days" newsletter
to be informed when the
next action is available.
Celebrities
are
also taking action, with
supporters
like
musician
Halsey donating $100,000
to
Planned
Parenthood.
Although
the
march
and* subsequent
actions
have almost certainly sent
a message to politicians,
for those who support the
movement, their jobs are
nowhere near done. For the
march to truly have an impact,
it is what happens in the
coming days, not what took
place on Jan. 21, that matters.

Photo courtesy of Cristina Clark
Participants carried homemade signs as they marched through
Washington D.C.
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and prepare to meet LPCC requirements.
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Q&A with Brian Litchfield
Project Manager,
Office of Planning, Design & Construction
On pedestrian traffic:

FOUNDERS
HALL

"In the short-term during construction, pedestrian traffic
will be impacted due to the need to perform work on the
site. Long-term, the impact to incoming students and tours
will be very positive. Along with the enhancement to the
pedestrian paths of travel, the plaza will allow additional
paths of travel through the west side of the campus, as well
as increased gathering areas for students to meet safely
without the concern for vehicle traffic."

CAMINO
HALL
COPLEY
LIBRARY

On bike traffic:
"The current design does not include designated bike
paths through the center of Colachis Plaza. The focus is
on safe travels for pedestrian traffic through this area, and
the priority will be to keep this a calm and relaxing place
to meet, gather and pass through safely. Bike as well as
vehicle traffic will still maintain easy access routing through
the perimeter North and South Loop through the west side
of campus."

BETTY AND BOB
BEYSTER INSTITUTE
FOR NURSING
RESEARCH
HAHN SCHOOL OF
NURSING AND HEALTH
SCIENCE
MANCHESTER
EXECUTIVE
CONFERENCE CENTER

On tram routes and handicap accessibility:
"Tram routes will be adjusted to provide drop off points that
allow for easy access to the main pedestrian thoroughfare.
Handicap accessibility will be maintained to all buildings
and, in most cases, will be greatly improved due to the
larger walkways and paths through the mall."

OLIN
HALL

On freshmen move-in:

New year, new campus
The Colachis Plaza Project will drastically change the center of campus from Copley Library to the Immaculata.
KELLY KENNEDY
Feature Editor

For several months, talk of a vast renovation to the
University of San Diego's landscape has spread within the
student body. Melissa Plaskonos, Assistant Vice President
of Facilities Management, announced the start of the
construction this January. The project is scheduled to
conclude sometime this August.
According to an email Plaskonos sent to the campus
community on Jan. 9, the development will create a
beautiful pedestrian mall in the plaza space between the
Immaculata and Copley Library. Colachis Plaza, named
after its benefactors, the Colachis family, will include a
central lawn, garden, and gathering spaces. The plaza will
also include a grand fountain.
USD's 2016 Master Plan touted Colachis Plaza as a
part of its Master Plan Vision. The report described the new
plaza an enhancement to the central spine of campus.
"Colachis Plaza will be a central gathering point for
student life, acting as the crossroads for pedestrian access,"
the report said. "[Colachis Plaza will] build on the traditional
concept of the 'quad' or 'commons' as a convening space
for scholarly interaction, social activity, and community
identity."
The plaza is actually an extension of the existing
Colachis Plaza, located between the Immaculata and
Hughes Administration building.
In accordance with USD's sustainable initiatives, the
project will feature drought-tolerant native plantings, energyefficient lighting, and irrigation technology to minimize
watering based on weather conditions. *

While the up-and-coming green space has been
promoted as a unifying element of campus, Colachis Plaza
will also affect parking and accessibility between Copley
Library and the Immaculata, which includes Olin Hall,
Manchester Hall, Camino/Founders Halls, and the Hahn
School of Nursing.
The project will permanently remove 60 to 70 parking
spaces along Marian Way and temporarily affect some
parking in the Olin and Hughes lots. With parking already
limited on main campus, traffic delays will become more
common due to construction.
For bicycle owners accustomed to quickly navigating
this area, the cross-campus commute may become more
difficult. USD's 2016 Master Plan admits that the campus
lacks bicycle accessibility and storage.
USD has also altered tram services on the west side
of campus. Jonathan Oberg, Tram Services and Fleet
Safety Manager, emailed the campus community asking
students and faculty to arrive earlier than usual to tram
stops to account for delays in service.
Oberg also stated that the office of Tram Services is
in the process of enhancing the GPS-based tram tracking
system that is compatible with mobile devices and the
MySDMobile application.
This project will have a major impact on the west
side of campus. Foot traffic will increase, while vehicle
traffic will be redirected to the outer roads that run through
campus. As construction moves forward, The USD Vista
will continue to cover these campus changes.

60-70

parking
spaces
eliminated on
Marian Way

"With Spring semester starting back up last week, we met
with all those affected in setting up areas along side the
east side of Founders for students to temporarily park and
move back into Founders Hall. We also set up another
area along the west side of Copley Library for all Camino
Hall students to temporarily park and move back in. This
worked well last week, and we anticipate the same upon
completion of this project this Fall 2017. Housing services
is also in the process of developing their final plans for the
long-term process for move-in days."

On parking:

8

months of
estimated
construction
time

1

grand
fountain

"This Colachis Plaza project has been written into the
University Master Plan. As a part of that Master Plan, the
removal of the parking spaces that previously existed in the
plaza are slated to be replaced with future campus projects
that would include underground parking garages."

On the completion date:
"The completion date for this project is August 2017. We
feel very confident in completing this project by that date."

Have an opinion about the renovations on West Campus?
Write us - opinion@usdvista.com
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Medical Brigades in Honduras
USD students provide medical care to the community of El Suyatillo
BROOKLYN DIPPO
Editor in Chief
USD Medical Brigades
lives up to the University of
San Diego's changemaker
status by finding sustainable
solutions to improve the
world. Last semester, 30 USD
students fundraised, gathered
medication, and prepared
for a week of service over
intercession providing medical
care to the rural Honduran
community of El Suyatillo.
Medical
Brigades,
coordinated through Global
Brigades, is designed to
provide immediate care to
people in need while laying
the infrastructure to make the
communities self-sustaining.
Medical and dental support
is the first step in creating
a healthy community and
are followed by engineering
and water, public health,
and
business
brigades.
Troy
Sinha,
CoPresident of USD Medical
Brigades, summarized the
organization's
objective.
"Our
goal
as
an
organization is to succeed
in certain places where their
health systems have failed, but
also to get these communities
to the point where they are
self-sustaining and no longer
need our help," Sinha said.
That
ambitious
goal
required vast preparation and
effort. Prior to departing for
Tegucigalpa, each student
raised approximately $1750 to
go on the trip, and the group
raised an additional $3200.
Students
on
the
medications committee were
responsible for collecting
medicine and medical supply
donations from local San
Diego pharmacies, hospitals,
clinics, and even family and
friends to bring with them on
the brigade. Others organized
educational lectures about
Honduras to explain the
culture so brigaders could

become
acquainted
with
the
developing
country.
On Jan. 12, they took off
for Honduras. From the airport,
they traveled to a hilltop
compound where students
would sort medication, enter
data, and relax after each
day of work in the community.

"While the quality
of care is where the
weight of impact lies,
we were able to help
approximately 700
people."
- Praveen
Wickremesinghe
Students
worked
alongside licensed Honduran
doctors to provide general
medical care, in addition
to
dental,
vision,
and
reproductive health care. At the
dental station, students gave
numbing injections, pulled
teeth, and filled cavities. In the
United States, most students
cannot perform these kinds of
procedures until their second

Photo courtesy of Brandon Welcome
Students partnered with local medical professionals to
provide eye examinations and prescription glasses.

or third year of dental school.
The immersive learning
that
students
experience
on Medical Brigades was
a unique part of the trip.
Junior Brandon Welcome, a
biochemistry major at USD,
enjoyed the practical approach
to learning about medicine.
"My
favorite
medical
support teams were doctor
consult
and
dentistry,"
Welcome

said.

"I

enjoyed

helping
the
doctors
diagnose medical conditions
and
assign
appropriate
medication to patients. I also
greatly enjoyed performing
lidocaine injections and tooth
extractions
on
patients."
At the vision station,
students
conducted
eyeexams and helped patients
pick out reading glasses
that fit their needs. Senior
Mariana
Montes
recalled
helping a man in his 70s find
the perfect reading glasses
on
a
previous
brigade.
"After we found the
perfect pair, he looked at me
with teary-eyes and with this
appreciative look on his face,
and then said, 'Gracias, ahora
podre leer mi biblia,' Thank
you, now I will be able to read my
Bible,"' Montes said. "Although
I did not have a profound
conversation with him, it
definitely 'opened my eyes'
to appreciate the small things
in life that we often overlook."
In a separate building,
women were able to receive
proper health care, ranging
from gynecological exams
to
screen
for
cervical
cancer
to
ultrasounds
for
pregnant
women.
On the side of all the
routine medical work was
a station called "charla,"
which
educates
children
in the community about
hygiene. Sinha has been on
five brigades, but this trip to
Honduras was his first time
leading "charla"forthechildren.
"Children's charla was
a totally different animal.
For the first half of the day,

Photos courtesy of Brandon Welcome
USD Medical Brigades provided basic health care to the
people of El Suyatillo, Honduras.
we educate the local kids on
proper hygiene and sanitation,
stuff like how to properly brush
your teeth, which foods are
good and bad for your teeth,"
Sinha said. "The second half
of the day was essentially a
long recess where the kids get
to show you how old you're
getting by playing games and
running circles around you."
At the end of four
days' work in El Suyatillo,
USD Medical Brigades had
provided medical care for
hundreds of people. CoPresident of Medical Brigades
Praveen
Wickremasinghe
quantified
their
effort.
"While the quality of care
is where the weight of impact
lies, we were able to help
approximately 700 people,"
Wickremesinghe
said.
On the last day, the
brigaders
traveled
to
a
community further along in
Global Brigades' sustainable
model. There they were
able to see what years of
brigades can bring to fruition.
In
this
healthier
community, they helped to
build six eco-stoves in local
homes. These stoves are
more efficient at burning
wood, and help spare the
homeowners lung infections

from

smoke
inhalation.
"Getting
involved
in
activities like USD Medical
Brigades is not only a great
way to meet new people, share
life-changing
experiences,
and cultivate skills; ultimately, it
is a way to improve the lives of
people with few resources and
opportunities," Welcome said.
USD Medical Brigades
has been sending students
on brigades since 2012.
While most students have a
pre-medicine
background,
the organization is open
to all USD students. Bryce
Olbert is a French major,
and
Honduras
was
his
second
Medical
Brigade.
"Even though I don't fit the
typical candidate for a program
such as Medical Brigades,
I have been welcomed into
a community of people who
wish to save humanity, no
matter who you are affiliated
with, and that, together as
a collective spirit of hard
workers, we can physically
and mentally change the world
in a healthy way," Olbert said.
This
changemaking
sentiment
is shared by
everyone
in USD Medical
Brigades,
and
these
students
are
making
a
real impact on the world.
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Skip town for flower crowns
WALKER CHUPPE
Arts & Culture Editor
@lord.walker
With spring just around
the corner and the weather
hopefully warming up soon,
many of us students at the
University of San Diego can't
wait to break out our floral
shirts, bucket hats, knit tanks
from Brandy Melville, and
henna tattoos for the start
of festival season. There's
nothing quite like having
dust-caked skin and dancing
in the sun for 12 plus hours,
taking selfie after selfie. With
that in mind, here are five
California festivals to check
out, featuring a wide range
of music and experiences for
every kind of festival junkie.

1. Noise Pop - San Francisco,
Calif. - February 17-26
Noise Pop Music and Arts
Festival takes over downtown
San Francisco with its over
160 artists, 85 events, and 25
different venues. The festival
features music from current
styles of electronic and dance
to old-school jazz to fuzzy
alternative indie rock. The

festival showcases up-andcoming musicians and artists,
so you won't find Drake or
Adeie playing, but that isn't
to say you won't see some
fantastic acts. The larger
bands and artists playing
are Ty Segall, Vince Staples,
MSTRKRFT, Cloud Nothings,
and, as an added bonus, a
local San Diego band, The
Frights. If you're into the
indie scene, or if you want
to discover some new music
before it hits the mainstream,
this festival is for you.

2. CRSSD Festival Spring
(21+) - San Diego, Calif. March 4-5
CRSSD is San Diego's
own
electronic
music
festival, located at the scenic
Waterfront Park in downtown.
CRSSD is a hybrid between
dance music and celebrating
San Diego's craft beer scene,
which is one of the most
unique experiences at a music
festival. The style of electronic
music at CRSSD is more laid
back and groovy than some
other EDM festivals. The
spring lineup features Flume,

Snakehips, Duke Dumont,
and Blood Orange, plus
many others. The festival is
spread over three stages, with
craft beer tents in between.
Overall, it's a relaxed vibe
for a music festival. If you
enjoy going to Bang Bang in
downtown SD, this festival is
essentially designed for you.

3. Desert Hearts (21+) Warner Springs, Calif. March 31-April 3
One
of
the
more
adventurous festivals
out
there, Desert Hearts is a
bi-annual music and arts
festival. As per their website,
the festival is designed to be,
"A community, a movement
of love celebrating life with
beats." At this point, the lineup
is still a mystery, but you can
expect a blend of dance,
electronic, hip-hop, and other
groove-based music to feature
at the festival. The mantra
of the festival is inclusive,
welcoming, and born out
of love. Desert Hearts is
definitely a place to get weird
in the middle of the desert
among others doing exactly

the same thing. It's perfect for
dusty hippie folk or for anyone
who needs a few hugs.

4. Coachella - indio, Calif. April 14-16, April 21-23
Does Coachella even
need a description these
days? What started as a
relatively small indie and
alternative music festival has
grown into possibly the most
well-known American music
festival, punctuated by the
world-famous
headliners,
Radiohead, Beyonce, and
Kendrick Lamar. The lineup
has pretty much all genres
covered, and other notable acts
include Mac DeMarco, Lorde,
Gucci Mane, Porter Robinson,
The XX, Father John Misty,
and Martin Garrix. There are
now so many high-profile
acts playing at Coachella, it's
nearly impossible to see even
half of the noteworthy artists
at the festival these days.
The popular complaint with
Coachella is that it's become
too mainstream, and isn't
the same as it used to be,
and while that may he true in
part, it's still one of the only

places to see some of the
best performers in the world
gather for two weekends.
Perfect
for
non-hipsters.

5. Stagecoach - Indio, Calif. April 28-30
Stagecoach is essentially
the same as Coachella—
you just have to replace
the
flower
crowns
with
cowboy hats. Also located in
Indio, Calif., Stagecoach is
Southern California's country
music
festival.
Headlined
by Dierks Bentley, Shania
Twain, and Kenny Chesney,
it's probably one of the more
down-home festivals around.
Lots of plaid and cowboy
boots, along with some line
dancing, make Stagecoach
a unique experience. To be
fair, Stagecoach is probably
the festival with the narrowest
target audience, but if you love
country music, you'll have
a great time. Non-country
music fans need not apply.
These are five of the
largest upcoming festivals
around California, when it's
time to break out that bucket
hat, which will you choose?

Restoring Wholeness
Azusa Pacific University's School of Behavioral and Applied Sciences is dedicated to the restoration of the whole person—mind, body,
and spirit—preparing compassionate professionals who strive to improve the health and wellness of those in need.
Explore our graduate programs below and at apu.edu/bas/, and learn how you can make a positive impact on others.
recce

Movement Sciences

Social and Psychological Sciences

Athletic Training, M.S. Prepare for the BOC exam and to become an
athletic trainer.

Clinical Psychology: Marriage and Family Therapy, M.A. Become a
professional counselor helping individuals, couples, and families.

Physical Education, M.A. and M.S. For those interested in becoming a
physical educator, coach, or athletic administrator.

Leadership, M.A. This competency-based program hones leadership skills
across disciplines.
Organizational Psychology, M.S. Become an expert in organizational health
and successful team building.
Psychology, M.S. Take advantage of the increasing demand for research
and data analysts.
Psychology and Child Life, M.S. Learn how to support children and their
families facing challenging circumstances.
Social Work (MSW) Prepare to improve the lives of others as an advanced
social work practitioner.

Higher Education
College Counseling and Student Development, M.S. Develop the skills to
serve, support, and challenge college students.

Learn more today! Visit apu.edu/bas/.
701 E. Foothill Blvd., Azusa, CA 91702
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Walker does modeling: part two

WALKER CHUPPE
Arts & Culture Editor
@lord. walker

was walking with her at a mall in
Orange County, we happened
to run into the man who initially
scouted her for Wilhelmina
when she was 17. We ended
up talking to her scout, Keith,
for a while, and he asked
Angela if she had been getting
enough castings and shoots
from the agency and so on.
The problem is, Wilhelmina's
castings are in LA, and it is
difficult to drive up to the city
from San Diego for every
possible casting when she has
class at UCSD all week. Keith
recommended that Angela talk
with a new boutique agency
in San Diego, Frank Models,
because they would be able
to get her local castings and
wouldn't interfere with her
contract with Wilhelmina LA
and NY. But what he added
caught me off guard—Keith
said that I should go with her
when she meets with Frank.
And so, just like that, I
had an in. Or at least a small
window of opportunity. Of
course, I had my previous
experience at NoTies in the
back of my mind, and I still
had a feeling I'd be let down
if I got my hopes up too high.
At the same time, I also came
to the realization that I was
starting to care about this
whole thing. Initially, I thought,
"Eh, why not, I'll check it out."
But as I've gotten a taste

for it, I feel like I'm starting

to become determined to
succeed in the industry. Gross.
Angela and I had our
Who
knew
there
meeting with Frank Models
would be a
part two?
scheduled for the week after,
So part one of this
which gave me plenty of time
"modeling adventure" ended
to stress out about it. Angela
rather uneventfully. I ended
thought it would be a good idea
up going to an open call at
to get our hair done before
NoTies Management, only to
the meeting, so a few days in
be dismissed after 10 seconds
advance, we went to a salon in
or so, along with the other
Pacific Beach together and got
15 people I was standing
pampered for an hour or so—
with. To be honest, after the
although it didn't really help me
experience at NoTies, I didn't
relax. The days leading up to
have my hopes up very high,
our meeting were mostly filled
and I certainly did not think
with me practicing different
there would be a part two to
faces and poses in front of the
my adventure this quickly.
mirror and laying out different
Modeling is a cutthroat
outfit combinations to test,
industry: it moves quickly, and
which is ironic considering I
the agencies and clients don't
had told myself before that I
spare any time on the models
didn't really care about any of
themselves. Essentially, you
this "modeling stuff' that much.
either have the look they want,
Then the fateful day
or you don't. It's as simple as
finally arrived, and I was
that. Agencies typically know
definitely anxious, probably
within a few seconds upon
more than I should have been.
meeting you if they intend
Angela was poking fun at me
to sign you or not. They see
for caring so much, but after all
hundreds of new faces per
this hype, how could I not? We
Photo courtesy of Frank Models
week, and unless you stand
headed over to Frank Models' A "candid" photo from our couples shoot at Frank.
out in the endless sea of model
Carlsbad office, which turned
a form to fill out with my
hopefuls, you're out of luck. And
I watched Angela take
out to be sleek and essentially
height,
weight,
clothing
sometimes, it really is just luck.
her
photos, and she went
brand-new, which I suppose
measurements,
ethnicity,
As I mentioned in my
effortlessly
from pose to
makes sense for a two-monthspecial
talents,
tattoos,
and
first modeling article, my
pose,
like
she'd
done before
old, hip modeling agency.
other
miscellaneous
questions
girlfriend, Angela, is a model
hundreds
of
times.
Every
Upon arrival, still jittery
about
my
background,
it
with Wilhelmina Models in Los
second
was
a
different
from nerves and too much
seemed kind of like a doctor's pose. Snap, snap, snap.
Angeles and New York. While I
coffee, they handed me
office. We then met with the I mean, she is a pro after
director of Frank Models, all. Then, it was my turn.
I was definitely awkward,
and she briefly discussed
the
agency's
philosophy, but it was my first shoot,
goals, and that she would and it could have definitely
like to work with us if our test gone worse. All those faces I
goes well. I was just kind practiced in the mirror pretty
of nodding along, and then much went out the window
I heard "test." What test? as soon as I got up in front of
After our little briefing, the the camera. I do remember
director left to discuss some smiling, then not smiling,
things with a few colleagues, and then flailing about with
one of whom I later learned my arms a bit. The whole
ARE YOU...
was their photographer. In thing probably lasted about
the meantime, I whispered to two minutes, but it felt like
Angela that I was confused. it took ages. Then, Angela
AN UNDERGRADUATE (FULL-TIME) WITH AT LEAST 60
"What test?" I said. and I shot some together, in
UNITS?
Angela
just a sort of photo booth style,
rolled her eyes at me. which actually ended up being
"It's
no
big
deal, pretty fun. Jitters gone, we
IN THE TOP 35% OF YOUR CLASS ACADEMICALLY?
they might just take some laughed our way through the
ssf 2017/18 - Minimum Cum GPA is 3.36
digitals of us," Angela said. last of our digitals at Frank.
"Chill out, you'll be fine."
We chatted with the
When the director came director a little more after
^ EXPERIENCED IN SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND
back in, she stated just what our test shots, and I got
SERVICE?
Angela had already assumed. the impression that they
They wanted to do some were very keen on signing
quick digital photos of us in Angela, but I was a little too
If you meet these requirements, you are invited to apply for
their studio to test how we new for them to know right
membership in the USD Alcala Chapter of Mortar Board, the
move. But then she even away. She said that we'd be
managed to surprise Angela. in touch later in the week,
National College Senior Honor Society (established in 1918).
"You guys are so cute and that was it. I survived.
together though, I want to
We actually did get a call
Applications were emailed to academically eligible students
see some of you two as a from Frank a few days later,
couple," the director said. and we have a request casting
January 24,2017. If you meet the above criteria and did
"It's hard to find models as a couple—which means
not receive an email, please call (619) 260-4720.
with good chemistry when a client actually requested
they need to pretend to be for us specifically—coming
a couple for a brochure or up this month, and another
Note: the application is available on the USD Mortar Board
something,
so might as well test photoshoot this coming
website www.sandiego.edu/mortarboard
use the real thing, right?" Friday. I was fairly surprised
The stunned look of that I featured in any of it. I
surprise on Angela's face was mostly assuming that they
was perfect after hearing wanted to sign Angela, and
COMPLETED APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY MONDAY,
that. I told her that she should I was sort of just going to be
FEBRUARY 13, 2017.
make the same face for her swept away. Yet, oddly enough,
digitals. Sadly, she didn't there might even be a part
exactly appreciate my joke. three to this adventure. Weird.

USD Mortar Board
Selection for 2017/18
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What's next for San Diego sports?

Photo courtesy of Hunter Levy

The United States men's national soccer team's Jan. 29 match against Serbia could be a preview for what MLS in San Diego would look like.
MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

The
Los
Angeles
Chargers. If you haven't
already, take some time and
say it out loud a few times.
The Los Angeles Chargers are
a reality, no longer relegated
to a possibility or a "what
if scenario printed only in
tabloids. This is not fake news.
San Diego's longtime team
has fled town, leaving sports

fans from Mission Beach
to El Cajon with a football
shaped void in their hearts, in
need of another team to fill it.
Luckily, the sprawling
sports kingdom of Southern
California
offers
several
options for those, like many
of us, who use sports as
an instance of temporary
escape from the turbulent
circumstances
currently
surrounding
our
country.
San Diego is still home
to the Padres, who despite
their uninspiring .472 winning

Both
players
were
acquired in the last two
years in separate trades
that
general
manager
AJ
Preller
orchestrated
with the Boston Red Sox.
On paper, it's easy to
look at this promising young
nucleus of hitters and draw
comparisons to the collection
of young players that boosted
the Chicago Cubs to their 2016
World Series championship.
Of course, the baby-faced
Padres version will take time
to develop, as did Cubs'
sluggers Kris Bryant, Anthony
Rizzo, and Addison Russell.
A seventh straight season
of losing baseball is almost
certainly on its way to San
Diego this spring. But with
the aforementioned crop of
exciting players in their early
20s, along with the consistent
offensive
production
of
corner infielders Wil Myers
and Yangervis Solarte, the
San Diego Padres may have
something
resembling
a
winning baseball team in years
to come. Most importantly, they

"From what I saw today, I think
San Diego is more than ready to
welcome and support an MLS team."
- Craig Wade
percentage since the turn
of the century, are brimming
with potential. While Padres
fans are surely growing
tired of hype surrounding
unproven prospects, the team
ostensibly appears primed for
a resurgence in the 2020s.
The team's young crop
of position players — Hunter
Renfroe, Carlos Asuaje, Austin
Hedges, and Manuel Margot —
all represent shining glimpses
of talent at ages 25 and under.
Each member of that
quartet has also already
logged time in the major
leagues.
18-year-old
righthanded pitcher Anderson
Espinoza and 21-year-old
shortstop Javier Guerra are
considered among the crown
jewels in the depths of the
Padres' minor league system.

also still have San Diego across
the chest of their uniforms.
In terms of top shelf
professional sports, the San
Diego cupboard is bare apart
from the Padres. Those who
are dropping their allegiances
to
the
now-departed
Chargers could conceivably
look north to find their fix
of the four major sports.
For the fall and winter
seasons that the Chargers'
season used to occupy, San
Diegans have the option of
adopting both the Los Angeles
Clippers
and
Anaheim
Ducks as reasonable fill-ins.
The
San
Diego
connection is alive with both
franchises.
Both
teams'
games are broadcasted on
Fox Sports San Diego, giving
those with a cable subscription

an opportunity to tune in for
the entire season of play for
both the Clippers and Ducks.
The Clippers were in fact
San Diego residents before
sailing north to Los Angeles. In
1978, the National Basketball
Association's Buffalo Braves
made a westward journey,
landed in San Diego and
renamed
themselves
the
Clippers, giving the city its
first and only NBA team.
The Ducks' American
Hockey League affiliate, the
San Diego Gulls, serve as
the

team's

highest

minor

league team. They make
their nest at nearby Valley
View Casino, where home
games have become an
increasingly popular activity
for college students, thanks
to
affordable ticket
and
beverage prices. Gulls games
also offer the opportunity
for Ducks followers to get
firsthand views of the team's
best up-and-coming players.
Nick
Ritchie, Joseph
Cramarossa, and Ondrej Kase
are all current members of the
Ducks' rosterthat have worn the
Gulls sweater since the team's
inaugural season of 2015-16.
Looking forward, it also
appears thattheworld'sfootball
is more likely to be played in
San Diego than the traditional
American football that the
Chargers played. In January,
a group of private investors
revealed their blueprint for
bringing a major league
soccer team to San Diego.
The
squadron
of
investors
also
plan
on
building a new stadium where
Qualcomm Stadium presently
sits. This stadium would be
shared with San Diego State
University's football team.
Nick Stone, one of
the faces of the investor
group, made a statement to
the Denver Post regarding
his feelings toward
this
possible
MLS
expansion.
"There
were
people
who were disappointed [in
the Chargers' move] and
understandably so," Stone
said. "But we think this is a
really, really interesting time to

look at the opportunity to bring
soccer to San Diego. It's a very
logical market for that [...]. We
can bring what is the world's
most popular sport, and the
fastest growing sport in the
U.S. One door closed, but
a really great door opened."
San Diego's soccer fervor
was on display on Sunday,
Jan. 29 when the United
States men's soccer team
took on Serbia in a friendly
match at Qualcomm Stadium.
Featuring familiar faces from
World Cups of yesteryear,
including

Michael

Bradley

and Jozy Altidore, the USA
settled for a 0-0 tie in front of
an announced attendance
north of 20,000 people.
More important than the
result on the field, though,
was the collective enthusiasm
for soccer displayed by the
thousands of enthusiastic
fans who packed the seats at
Qualcomm just weeks after
news broke that the Chargers
would never play there again.
Several
signs
and
banners
littered
the
concourses advocating for an
MLS team to make San Diego
its permanent home. A handful
of students from the University
of San Diego made their way
east for the game as well.
Senior
engineering
student Craig Wade was
among that group. A resident
of
Modesto,
Calif.
and

longtime fan of the MLS' San
Jose Earthquakes, Wade was
delighted by the turnout he saw
from San Diego soccer fans.
"They announced on the
scoreboard earlier that the
attendance was over 20,000
people," Wade said. "That's"*
pretty incredible. It's no secret
that football will always be more
popular here, but from what I
saw today, I think San Diego is
more than ready to welcome
and support an MLS team."
At this point, with the
Chargers' ten toes down \n
Los Angeles, one of the only

things left for San Diego
sports fans to do is hope.
Hope that the seeds of the ,
Padres young roster bloom
into a competitive team in
the National League West.
Hope that the Gulls
can build off their playoff
success of last season and
make another run in the AHL
playoffs,
while
continuing
to send players north for
NHL success in Anaheim.
Additionally, no matter
how bleak the situation may
look now with one team fresh
out the door, San Diego has
hope for more teams in the
future. If you buy into the hype
from Sunday at Qualcomm
Stadium, then there also is
more than enough hope that
premiere soccer will soon be
part of the sporting landscape
in a city that deserves it.
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Pitchers and catchers report to spring training on Feb. 14.
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Chargers bolt for Los Angeles
Gone, just like that. will double before the ink is dry.
Whether he is interested
If there was a positive for
hometown fans to draw from in selling the team or simply
the amputation of the franchise upping his family's bottom line,
from its longtime home, it was the move somehow manages
this: everything Spanos and to be a smart business
Co. touched seemed to turn decision for the newfound
* to a magnet for mockery. target of hometown hostilities.
professional
Their hastily-released Los Unfortunately,
Angeles logo, a carbon copy sports are more than just
of the Los Angeles Dodgers' another business venture.
longtime mark drawn by a They inspire communities,
shakier hand, drew ire from raise local spirits, and bring
hockey franchises,
minor fans to their feet as their
league baseball teams, and heroes chase championships
on
the
field.
DiGiorno Pizza on Twitter. down
Some regions are even
Their temporary home
during the construction of an synonymous with certain
eventual stadium in Inglewood athletic traditions: college
will be a soccer facility in football in Alabama, baseball
Carson with 30,000 seats in the Bronx, college hoops
that still may prove difficult in otherwise blase states like
to fill on some Sundays. Indiana and North Carolina.
When they do move into
That interconnectedness
their new digs in Inglewood, between sports teams and
they will be the secondary the cities they call home is
tenant of the decidedly- something that cannot simply
mediocre Rams, owned by be ignored, even as the NFL
a man named Stan Kroenke and other professional sports
•••••Hi who offered money to the team leagues rack up relocation
Photo courtesy of John Gennaro/Twitter to keep them in San Diego. bills with an eye toward
Fans share their opinions on the team's location via a gameday sign at a 2016 game.
Their introductory pep even larger dollar signs,
Donald Trump into the White was Measure C on last rally at the famous Forum was leaving local fans wondering
NOAH HILTON
ballot,
one attended by no more than a where it all went wrong.
House, and as millennials November's
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
it remains to be seen
tapped along to the latest Drake that called for the publicly- couple hundred fans, some of
1961 was a long time single reverberating from their funded construction of a whom were discovered to be whether the Chargers' bolt
ago — 56 years, to be exact. palm-sized super-phones, the downtown, waterfront stadium aspiring actors asked by the north will be a successful one.
In 1961, John F. Kennedy city of San Diego finally felt the adjacent to the Convention team to fill space on television Will a strong start to the 2017
was
soundly cameras. Even other league season grab the attention of
was inaugurated into the Oval gut punch it had been bracing Center,
Office. Russian astronaut for for years. One simple defeated on Election Day. executives openly expressed habitually-fickle fans up north?
in
the Or will early struggles force the
Neither side was willing disappointment
Yuri Gagarin became the sentence left a city grieving.
Adam Schefter of ESPN to fork over the $1 billion decision to leave San Diego. team to play second, third, or
first human in space. Baby
Despite all of this, Spanos seventh fiddle to Los Angeles'
Boomers were jamming along dropped the bomb on San in funds to build a pigskin
to the King of Rock and Roll, Diego on Jan. 12, writing, "The palace deserving not only of and the Chargers remain Dodgers, Lakers, Clippers,
Elvis Presley, while they Chargers plan to announce professional and collegiate committed to Los Angeles Trojans, Bruins and Kings?
No one knows for sure.
watched "The Twilight Zone" that they are moving to Los football games, but also for one simple reason: the
What
is certain, however, is that
promise
of
greener,
moneyed
Super
Bowls, World
and "Breakfast at Tiffany's." Angeles for the 2017 season." of
in
even
asking the question,
pastures.
The
franchise's
Something
else By the next day, it was official. Cups, and Final Fours.
the
organization
has forced
struggles
on
and
off
the
field
As a result, both sides
The Chargers franchise
happened that year, too. It
fans
in
San
Diego
to sever
for
much
of
this
decade
do
may not have made global and San Diego's newest villain, were ultimately left with little
headlines, but, here in San team owner Dean Spanos, had
Diego it was front page news. been seduced by the hard-toWhy were locals so fathom holiness of Hollywood,
excited? There was a simple an allure everyone but the
explanation, really. For the first billionaire owner himself found
time, San Diego would have difficult to believe existed.
The reactions of locals
a professional sports team.
swift
and
strong.
They called themselves the were
Chargers, and they were a A makeshift memorial of
high-scoring brand of pigskin Chargers gear — jerseys,
prowess taking the American hats, gameday signs, even
Football League by storm. a San Diego Union-Tribune
Hometown fans would go cover story celebrating that
on to spend the next 56 years aforementioned Super Bowl
falling in love with their football run — began to accumulate
Chargers
Park.
team each season. There outside
The
memorial
was
were the gracefully athletic
eventually
set
on
fire,
a
exploits of Hall of Fame
wide receiver Lance Alworth, destructive allusion to the
also known as "Bambi." hell a region of blessed
and
heavenly
There were the aerial beaches
attacks of the Don Coryell sunshine momentarily felt
days, buoyed by the talents it had been thrust into.
Fans aged 8 to 80
of quarterback Dan Fouts and
wideouts Kellen Winslow and sobbed into their sleeves,
Charlie Joiner. There was the brooded without aim, and
single Super Bowl trip, clinched saluted the decidedly evil
on a chilly night in Pittsburgh Spanos the only way they felt
in 1994 on the brawny back of appropriate, needing no more
San Diego son Junior Seau. than a single finger to do so.
It all represented the
There was LaDainian
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Tomlinson, galloping past frantic, funereal release of The Chargers' relocation leaves a hard-to-fill hole in the hearts of San Diego sports fans.
Denver defenders and into years of frustration, generated
the record books with his 29th mostly by the struggles of both
touchdown of a magical 2006 team and city to agree on the choice but to walk away from little to change the financial ties with a bank of memories
campaign, setting a mark improvement or replacement the table, ignoring the pleas prospects of playing in one of they've been building since
that may never be matched. of the team's Mission Valley of lifelong Bolts backers to the country's largest markets. the Kennedy administration.
Evidently, even 56 years
By representing the City
Just three weeks ago, a home, an aging Qualcomm give it just one more shot.
isn't
long
enough to save a city
of
Angels,
Spanos
all
but
And
so
it
was
that
San
Stadium
desperately
in
different kind of headline made
and
its
team
from the fallout of a
guarantees
that
the
value
of
his
Diego
lost
its
longest-running
need
of
a
retirement
party.
the front page. As the nation
sinale
SDortsCenter
headline.
football
franchise,
or
business,
professional
sports
franchise.
The
Hail
Mary
that
prepared to formally welcome

